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Quarter Two April through June 2014 
 

Events Coming Up 
 

 July 30th, 7:30 p.m.: Board 

of Directors meeting at 

11131 East Run Drive, 

Lawrenceville, NJ 

 August 23rd: Winery Trip- 

Contact Bill Drummond by 

August 13th if interested. 

 Fall: Annual Meeting 

 Fall: Homecoming 

On June 7, 2014, NJ Zeta 
alumni of all generations returned 
to campus for the Rider Reunion. 

 
The day’s activities 

commenced with lunch and beer 
tasting at Daly’s Dining Hall.  From 
there, the brothers headed to the 
field between Sweigart Hall and 
the Bart Luedeke Center for wiffle 
ball.  This represented a change 
from the traditional SigEp Softball 
Game located on the Daly’s Field.  
AVC President Bryan Persons (’09) 
explained: “Circumstances beyond 
our control required us to change 
things up this year.  The campus 
was jam-packed for a multi-state 
youth soccer tournament, in 
addition to the Reunion Weekend 
festivities, so field space was at a 
premium.  Given the nature of the 
location we were able to reserve, 
between buildings and with the 
potential for passersby, the AVC 
Board of Directors felt that wiffle 
ball was a better choice than 
softball.” 

 
By many accounts, the 

wiffle ball game was equal to or 
more exciting than the traditional 
softball.  AVC Secretary Alex 
D’Amico (’10) said, “Whatever 
aspects of the softball game we 
lost this year, we more than made 
up for it with the faster pace of 
play and less spacious setup, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

allowing more interaction 
between teams.  

 
Frank Romano (’10) 

added, “I wasn’t expecting to 
enjoy the wiffle ball as much as I 
did.  But I showed up, gave it a fair 
chance, and was pleasantly 
surprised—it was a lot of fun.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following the wiffle ball 

game, a group of SigEps went to 
the Garden Party at the Kaplan 
Plaza (a patio area in front of 
North Hall, an academic building 
built on what was formerly a field 
adjacent to Memorial Hall).  This 
event represented Rider Reunion 
at its finest—free drinks, hors 
d'oeuvres, and time to mingle 
with friends, professors, and 
administrators from yesteryear. 

 
Following the Garden 

Party, several brothers went to 

the Trenton Thunder game to cap 
off the night.  Karl Craft (’10) and 
Kevin Van Loan (’11) helped 
organize this final portion of the 
day’s events.  Craft explained, “We 
coordinated with Habitat for 
Humanity, who arranged to order 
a block of seats in a section of the 
stadium.  By doing this, we were 
able to get tickets at good value, 
and part of what we paid went 
toward the charity.” 

 
Van Loan added, “It was 

great spending a few hours at a 
baseball game with my brothers.” 

 
Summing up the day, 

Persons stated, “This was another 
good event for us.  However, we 
are always looking to improve.  I 
am pleased with how today went, 
and I expect us to strive to make it 
even more awesome next year.” 
 

Many participants considered the wiffle 
ball game a success.  

SigEp at Rider Reunion 
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Brothers listening intently during the brew tour.  (L-R) Alex D'Amico (’10) , Bill  
Drummond (’10), Frank Romano (’10), Brandon Copeland (’09), and Michael Burylo (’09). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

River Horse Brewery Tour 

On Saturday, May 24th, 

several SigEps and guests gathered 

at the River Horse Brewery in 

Ewing, New Jersey for a brewery 

tour.  Organized by AVC Vice 

President Bill Drummond (’10), the 

event promised a low-cost, high-fun 

time that didn’t disappoint.  An 

informative tour through the new 

River Horse facility (the company 

relocated in 2013 from its 

Lambertville location near New 

Hope, Pennsylvania) featured 

several beer tasting stations, 

followed by gratuitous tasting at 

the end.  The River Horse Lager was 

especially a hit.   

In attendance were 

Drummond and his girlfriend, Lexi 

Przezdzecki, Alex D’Amico (’10), 

Brandon Copeland (’09), Michael 

Burylo (’09), Chris Manning (’07), 

and Frank Romano (’10) and his 

girlfriend Tarah Jedziniak. 

After the tasting and tour, 

the group went to Firkin’s Tavern, 

also in Ewing, for lunch.  Firkin is 

known as much for its darts and 

Jenga as it is for its food and drink.   

In classic NJ Zeta style, the group 

enjoyed both types of Firkin 

features—the refreshments and 

the games.  

Following food, giant 

Jenga, and darts at Firkin, the 

group decided to make one more 

stop for the day, traveling to 

Hopewell Valley Vineyard.  Lead 

by wine connoisseurs Drummond 

and Przezdzecki,  

 

more fun times were had as the 

group participated in wine tasting. 

Commenting about the 

event, D’Amico said, “It was a 

group of friends doing fun 

activities on a Saturday afternoon.  

Events like this can follow a 

relatively simple formula yet go a 

long way toward the group having 

a great time.” 

Drummond said, “We 

hope that small yet meaningful 

events like this one will become 

more common going forward.  

These types of events can do 

wonders to grow the bonds of 

brotherhood within our AVC.”   

With regard to the attendance, 

Drummond commented that 

“there was a good mix of people, 

including some who have not 

been to other events.  I hope that 

more people will continue to feel 

encouraged to come to new 

events and experience all that AVC 

has to offer.”   

 

The group winding down the day at Hopewell Valley Vineyard. 
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Rob Schulte ('04), 
Chapter Counselor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Letter From the Chapter Counselor 

 In January, I had the 

pleasure of being appointed 

Chapter Counselor for the NJ Zeta 

chapter of Sigma Phi Epsilon by 

our District Governor, Jason St. 

John.  I wanted to take this 

opportunity to introduce myself 

to some of our newer brothers 

and alumni, as well as re-acquaint 

myself with our alumni group.  I 

graduated from Rider University 

in 2004 with a degree in 

Secondary Education and History.  

I currently work as a Social 

Studies teacher in Neptune 

Township Schools, where I am 

also the Head Boys Lacrosse 

Coach.  I spend my weekends and 

summers working as a Park 

Ranger for the National Park 

Service at Independence National 

Historical Park.   During my time 

in NJ Zeta, I served on the 

standards board, was Vice 

President of Recruitment, and 

was a Ruck Scholar in 2003.  As an 

Alumn, I spent 5 years on the 

Alumni Board, serving as 

Secretary and Historian at various 

times, in addition to planning our 

10th Anniversary Banquet.  I 

currently live in Hamilton, NJ with 

my wife Melissa, our two cats, 

and Satchmo, our Shar-Pei/Lab.  

We are expecting our first child in 

October. 

 Since January, I have 

been working closely with the 

undergraduates, attending 

meetings and other chapter 

functions, observing ritual, and 

coordinating with our AVC.   

Working closely with the AVC, we 

have set up one–to-one 

mentorship through our 

Mentoring Committee, which we 

plan to expand for this upcoming 

year.  We should be proud of the 

hard-working men in this 

chapter—they have taken the 

traditions and values passed 

down from our Alumni and 

achieved great things.  Recently, 

the undergraduate chapter won 

multiple honors at the Greek 

Awards banquet, including GPA 

above the all-campus average, 

the Standards and Expectations 

award, Advisors of the Year (to 

Dr. Kutcher and Dr. Weber), 

Greek Man of the Year (Justin 

Esteban), and Chapter President 

of the Year (Justin Esteban).  

Most notably, the chapter won its 

first Buchanan Cup at the 2013 

Conclave! 

 We believe that there are 

even better things in the future 

for this chapter.  We are now 

beginning to set our goals for the 

upcoming school year and will 

continue to move this chapter 

forward.  The chapter recently 

earned Residential Learning 

Community status, and we are 

looking to both develop a defined 

study space in the lounge and 

expand faculty involvement into 

our facilities.  Our RLC will lead 

the way on campus and set the 

example that will be followed by 

the entire University!  We are 

also looking to expand our 

Mentoring Committee to use the 

skills and talents of our Alumni 

base to help guide these young 

men.  Many alumni have already 

stepped up to aid in our work.  

Multiple donations for 

scholarships are coming in, as 

well as donations of furniture for 

the lounge to help our RLC, pass 

down jerseys and shirts, and 

volunteering of time and skills to 

aid in this chapter’s development.  

If you are interested in 

volunteering, mentoring, 

donating, or if you just want to 

talk, please feel free to reach out 

to me. 

Fraternally, 

Rob Schulte #93 

(609)468-7907 

Robert.Schulte@ymail.com 
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 Do You Have An 

Event Idea? 
 Brother Schulte introduced a 

group of brothers to the rich 

history of Philadelphia—an 

area of particular expertise for 

him.  If you think you can 

share your skill, knowledge, or 

talent with alumni or 

undergraduates for an event, 

please contact Bill Drummond 

with your idea! 

  

 drummondw190@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

NJ Zeta Tours Philly 

On March 1st, the brothers 

of NJ Zeta spent the day visiting Old 

City Philadelphia, touring the 

historic district as a membership 

development event.  The tour was 

organized by Andrew Dimino (’15), 

VP of Member Development, and 

led by Chapter Counselor Rob 

Schulte (’04).  Schulte works as a 

Park Ranger at Independence 

National Historical Park where he 

interprets and protects the many 

historical sites around the city.  

The tour started at the 

city’s most famous site, and our 

nation’s greatest symbol of 

freedom, The Liberty Bell.  The 

brothers were then treated to a 

private tour of the birthplace of our 

nation, Independence Hall.  

Philadelphia served as an early 

capital of the US, and the tour 

included stops in the first Supreme 

Court and Congress buildings, 

including a look at some of the 

earliest versions of the Declaration 

of Independence and US 

Constitution.   

After a stop for some 

famous Philly cheesesteaks, the 

brothers learned how printing 

presses work, visited one of the 

oldest streets in the United States, 

and saw the grave of Ben Franklin, a 

truly balanced man! The men of 

Sigma Phi Epsilon NJ Zeta had the 

opportunity to walk in the footsteps 

of men who shared their value of 

fraternalism, as many of the 

founders were in the Order of 

Cincinnatus, and even more were 

Freemasons.  Most importantly, the 

brothers were able to learn lessons 

in both history and leadership.  

Indeed, our Founding Fathers took 

great risk for their beliefs and 

shared in our core principals of 

Virtue, Diligence, and Brotherly 

Love.  Chapter President John 

Carroll (’15) said, "With Rob as a 

Park Ranger, going to Philadelphia 

with him was a great 

experience.  We got to see the ins 

and outs of the exhibits, and 

learning about our nation's history 

together as brothers created a truly 

memorable experience!"  

 

Picture: (L-R) Top Row:  Rob 

Schulte (’04), Andrew Dimino 

(’15), Robbie Pycior (’15), Eric 

Marion (’14), Steve Panza (’14), 

John Carroll (’15), Ray Felicia 

(unreported), Tim McManimon 

(’14), and Nick Lim (’14); 

Bottom Row: Steve Hopson 

(unreported), Rick Kuhl (’14), 

Stefan Hueneke (’16), and Joe 

Wisniewski (’14). 
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President’s Remarks 

As you may know, in the 
second quarter of 2014, the AVC’s 
Board of Directors (BOD) undertook 
the ambitious task of revising the 
AVC bylaws.  In my remarks for this 
quarter, I will discuss our purpose in 
doing this as well as our process—
both with regard to that which we 
have already accomplished and that 
which lies ahead. 
 

First, our purpose.  A bylaw 
generally may be defined as a rule 
that an organization makes and that 
its members must follow.  For the 
AVC of the New Jersey Zeta Chapter 
of Sigma Phi Epsilon, the bylaws 
outline the parameters for 
everything we do.  I believe that 
something this important must be 
reviewed, understood, and refined 
regularly.  As our AVC started to 
experience growth and success in 
the beginning of 2014, it became 
apparent that we should direct 
attention to our bylaws sooner 
rather than later. 
 

As for our process, in May, I 
commissioned a committee 

consisting of five AVC members to 
review our bylaws line-by-line and 
to bring a set of proposed 
amendments to the BOD for review.   
The committee convened in early 
June and brought their proposed 
bylaw amendments to the June BOD 
meeting. 

 
The bylaws revision 

committee proposed amendments 
which are both practical and 
necessary.  For example, one of the 
amendments expressly permits a 
director to attend a meeting by 
teleconference.  The amendment 
also allows for attendance via new 
technologies at the discretion of the 
BOD.  As our alumni experience 
progress in their careers, it is in the 
AVC’s interest to be able to 
accommodate remote participation 
in our meetings, and the 
amendment helps us in this regard. 

 
The current bylaws provide 

that amendments must be ratified 
by a majority of the members who 
are present at a meeting of the AVC.  
To be clear, our bylaws distinguish 
between meetings of the BOD 
(these are the monthly meetings 
which we keep open to everyone 
and for which the BOD welcomes 
member input) and meetings of the 
AVC as a whole (we rarely have 
these, but our annual meeting at 
Homecoming is one such meeting).   
In lieu of a meeting of the AVC as a 
whole, the bylaws permit temporary 
amendments to be ratified by 
unanimous BOD vote.  These 
temporary amendments may 
become permanent if they are 
ratified at a later meeting of the 

AVC as a whole. 
 
At the June 2014 BOD 

meeting, the BOD ratified by 
unanimous vote a series of 
amendments to the bylaws and 
those amendments went into effect 
temporarily.  Within the next couple 
of months, we will provide you with 
a copy of the temporary 
amendments for your review.  At 
the Annual Meeting of the AVC, 
which will be on or around the date 
of Homecoming in the fall semester, 
in addition to the usual BOD 
elections, the AVC members will 
vote to determine whether these 
amendments will become 
permanent. 
 

I hope that the above 

remarks clarify the thought 

processes behind the recent bylaw 

amendments. Further, I hope that 

you will play an active role in the 

bylaw amendment process going 

forward.  When we send out the 

copy of the bylaws with the new 

amendments, I ask that you please 

review them and feel free to give 

input to the BOD.  We want to best 

represent your interests, and open 

communication will help us to do 

that.  If you have any comments, 

questions, or concerns, I encourage 

you to reach out to me at (609) 672-

5477.  Thank you. 

-Bryan Persons,  
NJ Zeta AVC President 
 

Bryan Persons ('09),  
NJ Zeta AVC President 
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 Part-Time Accounting Position 

 Brother Chuck Ott’s CPA firm has a part-time position open in the field of accounting.  The firm is 

located in Madison, New Jersey off of Route 24.  If you are interested, please contact Chuck at 

cott@ottcpa.com or (848) 250-4120. 

 

 

 Congratulations to Steve Sutow (’00) who started a new law firm with three other partners in 

Los Angeles, California on June 1, 2014.  The firm is named Gale, Sutow & Associates and you 

can visit its website here. 

 

 Matt Stevens (’06) recently became engaged to Nazia Sadaphal.  Best wishes to Matt and Nazia 

as they enter this exciting next phase of their lives. 

 

 Erik Werner (’11) recently became engaged to Monique Kuhl.  Congratulations to Erik and 

Monique. 

 

 

 

Remarks for the Good 

ALEX D’AMICO 
AVC SECRETARY 

CONTRIBUTORS 

FRANK ROMANO 
AVC VOLUNTEER 

ROB SCHULTE 
CHAPTER COUNSELOR 

BRYAN PERSONS 
AVC PRESIDENT 

EDITED BY ALEX D’AMICO 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO WRITE FOR OR OTHERWISE CONTRIBUTE TO THE 

LANTERN?  CONTACT US AT SIGEPNJZETA.AVC@GMAIL.COM AND TELL US 

WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO DO! 
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