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From the President 

 

Dear Brothers, 

 First off, I'd like to thank 
those of you that were able to 
attend the January 10th 
meeting.  We were pleased to 
be joined by our District Gov-
ernor, Brother Mitch Crane 
(Thanks for at-
tending, Mitch).  
He offered some 
insight on various 
topics concerning 
our Chapter and 
the Alumni Board. 
I also look forward 
to him attending 
more meetings 
and events based 
on his availability 
and will be includ-
ing him in the loop. 

 Alumni Board elections 
were held at our January 31st 
meeting (previously sched-
uled for Saturday January 
14th).  The reasoning for re-
scheduling is that Brother 
Brian Monsen has been ap-
pointed by Brother Mitch 
Crane as the Chapter Coun-
selor for the Undergrads 
(Thanks Brian for stepping up 
to the challenge!). Brother 
Monsen will continue to at-
tend meetings and offer his 
input and advice. He will 
need to be replaced on the 
Board, so anyone interested 
should plan to attend the next 
Alumni Board meeting on 
Tuesday, February 21 in the 
University House basement.  

 As for the elections, I 
would like to congratulate the 
new Alumni Board officers: 
Shaun Sullivan, Vice Presi-
dent; Eric Wright, Treasurer; 

and Vince Fucci, Secretary. 
(And thank you for re-electing 
me President!) 

 The other major topic of 
discussion the January 31st 
meeting is the Annual Golf 
Outing. The Board decided to 
cancel the Golf Outing for this 
year and start planning for 
the 2007 Golf Outing. This 

year, the Alumni 
Board plans to focus 
on the Sean M. Mor-
ris Golf Outing, just 
like in the years be-
fore we started our 
Golf Outing.  

 Also discussed 
at the January 31st 
meeting was mentor-
ing of the under-
graduate executive 
board. Congratula-

tions to the new undergradu-
ate executive board: Scott 
Gerstein, President; Dave 
Kooistra, VP Programming; 
Steve Cramer, Chaplain; Dan 
Cherna, VP Finance; Nick 
Bice, VP Member Develop-
ment; Sean Pantellere, VP 
Recruitment; Chris Greene, 
VP Communications.  

 Finally, our Chapter’s 
10th Anniversary in Septem-
ber 2006 was discussed on 
the 31st. Watch out for more 
developments for our cele-
bration of the decade.    

 Take care, my brothers 
and be well! 

 

HFF, 

Levi E. Wilson, III 

Brother #6 

Alumni Board President 
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By Shaun Sullivan  

 On Friday December 2nd, 
2005, the Alumni Board had 
their annual Holiday Party in the 
basement of University House.  
An excellent turnout of over 30 
brothers ate, socialized, ate 
some more, and were all very 
merry to celebrate the upcoming holidays.   

 Food was catered by Brother Bill Veltre, #62, and 
his family's restaurant, Genovese's, in Hightstown, 
NJ.  Chicken Marsala, Chicken Parm, and Pasta were 
all on the menu.  The food was obviously a hit since 
there wasn't anything left over!   

 I would like to thank Bill Veltre for helping cater 
this event for the brothers.  Everything was delicious!  
Thanks to all the brothers who came out for the event, 
it was another success.  Thanks also to Sweetheart 
Camille Alston for hosting Around the World after-
wards. Looking forward to next year's Holiday Party 
already! 

More Alumni Board News  on Page 4 



DeVito, Nicholas DeVito 

that is... 

the spotlight  

Greetings Brothers of Sigma 
Phi Epsilon! 

 As some of you may or 
may not know me, my name is 
Nicholas DeVito, Brother #32 
of Sigma Phi Epsilon. I hail 
from the place they call “The 
Square,” or others know it as 
Hamilton Square, NJ. A hop, 
skip and a jump away from 
good ole’ Lawrenceville, NJ. I 
graduated Rider University in 
December of 1999 with a ma-
jor in American Studies. 

 Since I am from Hamilton 
and it is local to Rider, I de-
cided to commute to school. 
While commuting, I wanted to 
be involved actively with other com-
muters and decided to join a few clubs 
and organizations that were offered. 
One of those was the Association of 
Commuting Students. In 1994, while I 
was a member of ACS, I held the posi-
tion as the Commuter Senator, and in 
1995-1996, as the executive assistant. 
In 1997-1998 I served as Vice Presi-
dent as well. Not only was I involved 
with ACS, but I was also a Commuter 
Advisor at Rider (CAAR), a CAAR Pro-
gram Coordinator, and SGA Represen-
tative for ACS. 

 While my four years at Rider were 
one of the best times of my life, it really 
was an opportunity for me to find my-
self, and I grew in more ways than I 
could have ever imagined. If it wasn’t 
for ACS and SGA then I wouldn’t have 
met the 3 men that changed my life 
dramatically. Brothers Tony Whalen, 
Joe Pecora, and Chris Fadgen are the 
three individuals that introduced me to 
the great fraternity that I am a Brother 
of today. Tony and Joe would always 
invite me over to their Poyda C 201 
apartment for dinner and Tony would 
make me such delicious meals. After 
going over to their room numerous 
times and practically being their room-
mate, Tony constantly kept saying to 
me, “Come to a meeting, come to a 
meeting,” So in March of 1997 I finally 

As told to Shaun Sullivan 

decided to listen to Tony and go to a 
meeting and became a Brother of the 
Beta class. The rest after that, some 
say, is history. While I was an under-
graduate, I was actively involved with 
Sig Ep. I was the recruitment chairper-
son and I was presented with the 
“Brotherly Love Award” in 1998 as 
well. These Brothers had profound 
impacts on my life and helped shape 
me into the person that I am today, 
and I can’t thank them enough for that. 

 After my graduation in December 
of 1999, I landed a job with Home Of-
fice Computing Magazine as Editorial 
Assistant and soon after that was pro-
moted to Assistant Editor. I then 
switched magazines within the com-
pany to Field Force Automation in Au-
gust of 2001 and was the Associate 
Editor until 2002. Meanwhile, I was a 
freelance writer for Black Enterprise 
Magazine from April of 2001 until De-
cember of 2001. 

 In June of 2002, I decided to take 
on a new job as a jeweler on Jeweler's 
Row on 47th Street in New York. I did 
marketing for the company as well as 
sales from June of 2002 until Decem-
ber of 2003. 

 In January of 2004 I finally decided 
(Continued on page 5) 
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15 Questions 

with JIM LEWIS 
with Wayne Saldanha 

(Editor’s Note: the full text of Jim’s colorful and 
crazy responses from his November interview 
are at http://360.yahoo.com/sigeplantern) 

1. What activities have you been 
involved in at Rider? 

During my years here at Rider, I have 
been involved in many different organi-
zations all over campus.  I started out 
being heavily involved with theater 
working backstage on the shows here 
at Rider.  As that went on I became 
actively involved as an RA in the Resi-
dence Life Office and then onto be-
come a House Manager.  As I pro-
gressed onto junior and senior year, I 
began to move away from theater and 
onto becoming a Manager at the Stu-
dent Center. 

2. What are your career plans after 
you graduate from Rider? 

The future is unknown for me.  I am 
looking into 
graduate as-
s is tantships 
and Resi-
dence Direc-
tor positions.  
I would like to 
go to grad 
school for 
either my 
MBA or to go 
for Education.  
I wouldn’t 
mind being a college administrator 
somewhere down the line and bartend-
ing the nights away. 

3. What is the best thing about  
SigEp right now? 

The best part of SigEp right now is that 
there is a very low drama level.  In the 
past drama has been a very large is-
sue.  Recently, people have been get-
ting along better and dealing with there 
situations internally, not spreading it 
around.  It has been a great semester 
to be SigEp! 

PHOTO  COURTESY: JIM LEIWS 



 In the afternoon of November 20, 
2005, just days from his 21st birthday, 
John Kostic was killed in a chain-
reaction traffic accident on Route 1 
south in Lawrenceville. The tragedy 
claimed the life of a true leader, 
scholar, athlete, and gentleman, the 
personification of the Balanced Man. 
The outpouring of grief of the Rider 
community was soothed by many sto-
ries and memories of the great and 
unique individual John was. 

 Three months later, at a memorial 
service at Gill Chapel on February 
19th, chapter president Scott Gerstein 
noted his friend and brother’s “quiet 
strength”, the same kind of quiet 
strength with which he dealt with the 
diabetes that few knew about, or with 
which stood up for his beliefs, even if 
he was the only one standing. 

  A tree will be planted on the Rider 
campus in his memory, but his full, 

final legacy is yet to be determined. 
Scholarships are being planned in his 
honor, but the example that he set in 
the life that he led, and the quiet 
strength that he conducted it with, are 
the beginnings of a fine legacy indeed.  
 

John on community service: 
 

...but ask yourself one thing, Why does 
a person perform service? Some will 
do it to gain recognition, others to ad-
vance their status in life, while some 
do it because they are told. Me, I do it 
because it must be done.  Someone in 
this world has to stop thinking solely 
about themselves and devote their 
time to a higher cause, a higher pur-
pose, to something they know is right 
and to do it because it is morally the 
right thing to do.   

 
(From http://johnkostic.memory-of.com/legacy.aspx) 

A true leader, scholar, athlete, and 
gentleman (a partial listing): 

 

National Honor Society  

French Club (Vice President) 

Interact Club 

Environmental Club  

Bloustein Scholar 

U.S. Soccer Federation (Referee) 

Delran HS, ‘03, magna cum laude 

 

Rider University Presidential Scholar 

Resident Advisor  

Residence Hall Association 

Finance Board (Resident seat) 

Catholic Campus Ministry (Eucharistic 
 Minister) 
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Alumni Board Elections 

Meet the 2006 officers of the Alumni 
Board: 

President: Levi Wilson 
Vice President: Shaun Sullivan 

Treasurer: Eric Wright 
Secretary: Vince Fucci 

 

New Chapter Counselor 

Brother #2 Brian Monsen was ap-
pointed Chapter Counselor by District 
Governor Mitch Crane. Monsen steps 
in for longtime Chapter Counselor 

David M. 

Keenan. 
T h a n k s 
to Dave 
for all of 
his hard 
work and 
d e d i c a -
tion to 
the chap-
ter, all 
the way 
from the 
very be-
ginning.   

 

Stevens named to FLDP 

Undergraduate senior Matthew  
Stevens was named to  Johnson & 
Johnson’s prestigious Financial Lead-
ership Development Seminar, starting 
soon after 
his May 2006 
graduation. 
Stevens is 
the second 
SigEp to be 
named to the 
FLDP: Bro- 
ther Augus-
tus Herring is 
a FLDP alum 
from 2001. 
The full story 
can be found 
at http://tinyurl.com/76r4b. Congratula-
tions to Matt! 

 

Annual Golf Outing 

The Golf Outing is taking a break this 
year, as the Board gears up for the 
2007 Golf Outing. But there will be at 
least one round of golf this year, as the 
Board will focus on lending its support 
to the 2006 Sean M. Morris Golf Out-
ing.  

Wedding Bells 

Congratulations to Brother Ryan Tan 
(#47), who became engaged to Angela 
Rosas at Christmas. They will be mar-
ried in California on August 19, 2006. 
Earlier in August, Brother Chris 
Fadgen and Emily Bermudez will be 
married in Playa del Carmen in 
Mexico. 

 

Chapter of the Week 

New Jersey Zeta was named Chapter 
of the Week for January 6, 2006 at the 
Sanguine et Purpure blog (http://  
redandpurple.blogspot.com). Thanks 
to Sanguine et Purpure for the kudos! 

 

N.J. Zeta on the Web 

The undergraduates have launched 
their website - point your browser to 

sigep-njzeta.org. The new site 
launched in early January and is nicely 
done. Brother Tony Whalen still main-
tains the chapter alumni website at 

sigepnjzeta.org, also a fine destina-
tion for distinguished Balanced Men, 
their friends and their families. 

 

that this wasn’t for me and 
wanted to do what I always 
had a passion for. Teach. 
Teaching is something that I 
always thought about and 

had an interest for. After 
thinking long and hard about 
what to do, I decided to quit 
my job in New York City, and 
enroll full time at Rider for 
their graduate program in 
education. I have been sub-
stituting at high schools while 
in school and I enjoy it thor-
oughly. I would like to be-
come a high school teacher 
and teach American History. 

I plan on graduating in May 
of 2006 and receive a Mas-
ters degree in Education. 

 Oh, and by the way, in 
the spare time that I have, I 
have recently been ap-
pointed a Director on the 
Alumni Board. Also, in Au-
gust of 2004 I started an 
online cigar company,  

dscigar.com. So if there are 
any of you cigar aficionados, 
please don’t hesitate to 
check out my website. 

 Well, that about sums it 
up for me! I wish all the 
brothers of Sigma Phi Epsi-
lon best of luck in the future 
and I look forward to hearing 
from many of you. If you wish 
to contact me, send me an 
email at: njdevito@gmail. 
com. 

  

NICK DEVITO  
(Continued from page 3) 
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FUN WAS HAD BY ALL: 2005 HOMECOMING 

� more photos at 360.yahoo.com/sigeplantern 

LEFT  

Wright Seneres 
won the Tony 
Whalen Life-
time Brothe-
hood Award. 

CENTER  

Atul Sharma 
won the 50/50 
raffle, gra-
ciously donat-
ing the win-
nings back to 
the fraternity. 

RIGHT  

Frank Conicel- 
la’s shirt says it 
all. 

LEFT  

Eyes on the prizes: Axe products, 
golf gifts and cash money 

RIGHT  

The action is fast at the Big Table. 

LEFT  

Matt Stevens 
has a big edge 
in chips at the 
Big Table 

CENTER  

The champion-
ship round at 
the Big Table 

RIGHT  

Brian Servidio 
prevails at the 
end, winning 
first place in the 
2005 Poker in 
the Ace Tour-
nament. 

PHOTO: WRIGHT SENERES 



ODDS TOP EVENS WITH 5-3 WIN 

PHOTOS:   WRIGHT SENERES 

Odds avenge 2004 loss; 

even new series at 1-1 

OCTOBER 28, 2005 

 In an instant classic SigEp Home-
coming Football Game, the Odds 
emerged from a daylong defensive 
struggle and pulled away for a 5-3 win  
over the Evens at Richard F. Daly 
Field.   

 Keyed by Odds MVP Chris 
Greene’s two interceptions, the first 
one returned for a touchdown that 
proved to be the game winning score, 
the Odds totaled five interceptions on 
their way to tying up the Odds vs. 
Evens series at one win apiece. For-
mer MVP Rob Castro also hawked two 
interceptions, and returned one for a  
touchdown.  

 Evens MVP Sean Panterelle 
opened the scoring with his first career 
touchdown, a TD run after the Odds 
and Evens traded stalled drives. The 
Odds then took over, starting with a 
Jarrod Kedersha  interception. Dave 
Kooistra then put the Odds on the 
board with his first career touchdown, a 
rushing TD that was followed by Rob 
Castro’s first interception of the day. 
Castro followed up that pick with a 
backbreaking interception return for a 
touchdown he caught five yards deep 
in the end zone as the Evens were 
driving for the go-ahead score. 

 Momentum swung back towards 
the Evens with a Panterelle intercep-
tion, followed by a Brian Servidio quar-
terback scramble for a touchdown on a 
broken toe. But the Odds took back 
control for good with a Wayne 

Saldanha 
t o u c h -
down run 
t h a t 
made the 
score 3-
2, and 
Greene’s 
intercep-
tion re-

turn for a touchdown that made the 
score 4-2. The Odds put the game 
out of reach with Greene’s second  
interception, followed by Castro’s 
touchdown catch to push the score 
to 5-2. A late touchdown catch by 
the Evens’ Bill Mazzola ended the 
scoring at 5-3.  

SCORING SUMMARY 

 

1. Evens: Sean Panterelle 
TD run, Evens 1-0. 

2. Odds: Dave Kooistra TD 
run, Score tied 1-1. 

3. Odds: Rob Castro inter-
ception return for TD, 
Odds 2-1. 

4. Evens: Brian Servidio TD 
run, Score tied 2-2. 

5. Odds: Wayne Saldanha 
TD run, Odds 3-2. 

6. Odds: Chris Greene inter-
ception return for TD, 
Odds 4-2. 

7. Odds: Rob Castro TD re-
ception, Odds 5-2. 

8. Evens: Bill Mazzola TD 
reception, Odds 5-3.  

� more photos at  

360.yahoo.com/ 

sigeplantern 



SigEp is celebrating 10 years at Rider University! 

The 10th Anniversary Celebration 
SAVE THE DATE: 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 6, 2006 
7-11pm @ Celebrations, Bensalem, Pa.  

celebrationsweddings.com 

Contact Rob Schulte  
rschulte@optonline.net 

for more information 

 

More Details to Come! 
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It’s Formal Season again!  
Join the New Jersey Zeta chapter on 

Friday April 21, 2006 
for the  

10th Annual Sigma Phi Epsilon Formal 
For more information, contact Dave Kooistra 

kooistrad@rider.edu 
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The SigEp Trivia Quiz 

First person to email The Lantern with the correct answer 

wins a t-shirt. Email The Lantern at sigeplantern@yahoo.com 

with your answer and your shirt size. Congratulations to 

Brother Hector Magante, with last issue’s answer: Douglas 

Englebart, co-inventor of the computer mouse. 

 

 

 

Who is this guy? 

HEY! WE’RE ON THE WEB! (Finally!) 

 
Welcome to the Internet,  

 my friend.  

How can I help you? 

 

Not one site but two! 

 

sigeplantern.blogspot.com 

and 

360.yahoo.com/sigeplantern 

 

They have the Internet  

on computers now! 
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